A decree went out from Gaesar Augustus
To replenish the treasury funda.

Each man sent to the town of his birth.
Tourism—that’s how we'll get it done,

Now a certain young man and his bride-to-be
Were packed and on their way.

She was with child and he waan’t the father
But, that’s for another day.

With Jozeph in lead and Mary
They headed to Bethlehem.
They made awfiil time due to a sweet little voice
Sayi.ng “Dear, I have to pee again”

in back,

“With stop and go traffic and in their condition
The trip seemed to last for weeks.
Mary was unable to get herself comfaortable
And Jozeph fretted over breathing techniques.

Then offin the distance, alongthe horizon
They 2aw the Bethlehem skyline.

Joseph atopped, but was quickly reminded that
“This baby could came anytime?®

So the}:r sped into town to look for a room.
e Butnone was to be found that night.

Ewven Tom Boudet and Motel 6
Had already turned offtheir light.

Then down the atreet, at the end of theroad,
Underneath the *No —a-ancy” sign,

They rangthe bell and folded their hands
And prayed for a miracle this time.

“T'wve got no room,” 2aid a little old man.

“but Tll tell you what I'lldo”

“You can spend the night in the shed out back,
With the animals from my petting Z0o0o."

Off in the distance, beyond the lights,

by Darren Birky

They were milling around, just passing the time,
Making the most of their lowly vocation.

‘When the sky litup, and a being appeared
Displaying some major levitation.

They scrambled around with fear in their eyes.
This was not in the shepherding manual.

They gathered their sheep and straightened their cloaks
And of course, they hid their Jack Daniels.
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“Fear not for behold I bring you great news.
A child’s been born to you.

You shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes,
Over at the Bethlehem Petting Zoo™

“Glory to God in the highest,
And peace goodwill to men.
Now get off your butts and gather your astuff
And get on into Bethlehem ™

Tfl'na'yr sped into town and down the street
Underneath that “INo -a-ancy’" gign.

They rangthebell and our little ol man wondered,
“What could it be this time?™

He peered through the blinds and rubbed his eyes -
“Wasa this some sort ofdream?”

His lt:ubb:,ar was full of strange looking men
And agoat emptying his cumball machine.

They explained their story to our confused little man -
Butit was quite a late hour.
He coukldn’t understand why these men would attend
A midnight baby shower.

But he took them out back, out past the pens,
And opened the door to the shed,

And there was the babe as the angels foretold,
In a manger for his bed.

They all bowed down on bended knee;

Past suburbia Bethlehem, It was a most holy sight.
Was a flock of sheep, maybe some goats, , And 20 I say, “‘Merry Ghristmas to all
And a homely looking group of men. And to all. .. Gods precious light”
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7 - Jeremy & Joan Weaver
14 - Jeremy & Tracy Clark
16 - Dex & Jana Beyer
16 - Wes & Trixie Brownlee
21 - Luke & Staci Hartman
22 - Charles & Anna Mae Pellman
22 - James & Sharon Rhee
24 - Elroy & Miriam Kauffman
24 - Galen & Gloria Lehman
27 - George & Ruthann Brunk
27 - Don & Esther Clymer
27 - Ruel & Diane Burkholder
30 - Camron & Leah Conrad
31 - Anthony & Abigail Smith
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Lindale Lines Submissions
Send items for the January newsletter to
stlebenner@aol.com by December 21.

Bﬁﬁh

1 - Bethany Rush

1 - Donna Souder

1 - Randy Schweitzer

3 - Casey Hertzler

3 - Leah Forry

3 - Elizabeth Mabe

4 - Paul Berry

5 - Jacob Showalter

6 - Mary Kulp

6 - Peggy Wyse

7 - Jessie Hamilton

7 - James Rhee

9 - Mark Miller

9 - Erika Browning
10 - Anna Bergey
10 - Anna Mae Pellman
11 - Levi Showalter
11 - Valerie Hertzler
12 - Nicki Oswald
14 - Ethan Fetterman
14 - Michele Baker
16 - Alec Vrolijk
16 - Tyler Kauffman

EMHS Wins State Soccer Championship!

Both Drew Vrolijk and Yonatan Daniel play on the varsity soccer team. Congratulations!

EMHS Varsity Soccer team celebrates their win.

day-

16 - Lila Collins

16 - Ashley Miller
17 - Nathaniel Beiler
17 - Jayne Schlabach
18 - Bryce Shank

20 - Finnly Miller
20 - Tom Rice

22 - Grace Mumaw
22 - Jenny Rhee

22 - Jim Lehman

23 - Eric Browning
24 - Martha Miller
24 - Katelyn Shank
26 - Jennie Amison
26 - Grady Harman
27 - Becky Brydge
27 - Robert Silvers
27 - Ben Beachy

28 - Jesse Bergey

28 - Jimmy Miller
28 - Michael Swartley
30 - Tom Kauffman
31 - Jonathan Yoder

Yonatan Daniel (#5 on the right.)
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Lindale children ages 3 thru grade 5
have been practicing for the Christmas
musical. Diane Burkholder has been
spearheading the project, which included
some special practices—singing in
Grand Caverns and enjoying
an overnight lock-in.
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Christmas

Lindale members express what makes Christmas meaningful to them.

Osie Ziegler

Compiled by Yvonne Stutzman.

Christmas was an exciting time at our house when I was a child. I was
the eighth child in a family of ten. The older siblings helped make Christmas
exciting for us five “little

The day before Christmas, we went to our woods to pick a Christmas
tree, get bunches of holly with its bright red berries, and shake down clusters
of mistletoe that grew in the top of trees. The tree was set up in the big family
room and we all helped decorate it with the boxes of glass ornaments, home-
made paper chains, and a big gol d
fun of throwing silver strands of

Very early in the morning, we
we get up?” And Papa would call
can get up when you hear the
time to crow! Finally he did, and we rushed downstairs to open our gifts. The
stockings we had hung now bulged with oranges, nuts, and small gifts.
Quickly we searched for our names on the packages under the tree. My sisters
and I looked for dolls but there were none. Then we saw three small suitcases
and inside were pretty doll clothes made by our two older sisters for our last
year’' s dol | s. We spent many
new wardrobes. It was one of our best Christmases ever.

Sherrie Johndrow

Growing up, my two siblings and I each
had a knitted stocking with our name on.
The stockings were hung from the three
posts of the bookshelf. After we had all
left home, we had stockings made for my
parents. As we have each have gotten
married, stockings have been added for
our spouses, my nieces, and nephew. The
stockings are filled with gifts each year,
but the memories of gathering as a family
surpasses the value of any gifts ever re-
ceived.

RELEASED by
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Traditions

Christmas is meaningful to me because I enjoy spending time with my Laura Rittenhouse
family. I feel a sense of joy when we all sit around the Christmas tree to open
presents. We usually go to the Christmas Eve service at our church.

One Christmas that stands out in my mind was about two years ago.
My family went to the Christmas eve service. That night I slept by the Christ-
mas tree. In the morning, when I woke up, my sister and I opened our stock-
ings. Then we sat near the tree and opened presents. After we had opened eve-
rything, we went to see our grandparents. When we got there, we had a
big Christmas lunch. It was delicious! After the meal, we opened the stock-
ings and presents. That Christmas stands out to me the most be-
cause throughout the whole day, we were smiling and were having a great
time together.

Drew Vrolijk

Christmas to me is a time when I get to be with my family. This includes my
extended family. We spend some of the holidays traveling. My family and I
do many things together. We play games, cut down a Christmas tree, , and we
always have time to just be a family together. Even if I had the choice, I would
not change a thing about my Christmas, I think it is all just amazing.

Leah Conrad

~ = - - - ~

Christmas has always been my most favorite time of the year for
many reasons, but especially this year will bring a new sense of
joy & excitement since it will be our first Christmas with our
newest member to our family; our daughter, Corinna. One tradi-
tion Camron and I would like to begin is to read the story of Je-

sus’ birth to our children o L Wy AS
older, they can look through their toys & books and find an item . N ot "
they’ d |I'i ke to donate to a ¢c t h
Christmas time. Christmas can take on various meanings from

one person to the next, but Jes

forefront of Christmas, and let the gifts, decorating, and holiday
cheer be secondary.
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Joyful Thanksgiving Mark Your Calendars

Mennonite Elders Fellowship Report

On Saturday, November 19, 46 persons en-

. C. .. . . December 3
joyed a delicious traditional Thanksgiving dinner at Advent Quiet Prayer Day
the MEF quarterly event. 1:00—4:00pm @ Lindale sanctuary

After dinner, Inner Harmony quartet sang

several songs, and John Kiblinger turned our R

“The Bethlehem Project Chr i st mas musi

thoughj[s to "Joyful Thanksgiving." He rgad from 7:00 pm @ Lindale
Colossians 1:9-13 and pointed out four things God
did for us that create joyful thanksgiving in our December 24
hearts: Joint Christmas Eve Service
i Adopted us 6:00pm @ Lindale
U Freedus fro.m darkness/sin December 25
U Brought us into the presence of God Lindale Christmas breakfast
tu  Forgave us. 9:30am @ Lindale

Sunday School classes will not meet.

We responded with singing several hymns of
thanksgiving and Abe Rittenhouse led us in closing

prayer.

Lead Pastor .........coceveeveveencnnecneniennn Duane Yoder Contact Information
Assoc. Pastor of Pastoral Care..................... Peg Engle Church office phone: (540) 833-5171
Assoc. Pastor of Youth & Family Life ...... Cindy Voth Church office email: admin@lindale.org
Minister of Congregational Life ........... Dawn Monger Administrative Assistant ...........c......... Alice Brubaker
Deacon and Deaconesses.............. Jay & Judy Leaman

Larry & Natalie Beiler Lindale Lines Editor: Leanne Benner (stlebenner@aol.com)

Lindale Mennonite Church

P.O. Box 1082

Harrisonburg, VA 22803

(540) 833-5171

www.Lindale Mennonite Church.org
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